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KANSAS AGITATOR.

VINDICATED!

‘The Citizens of Jefferson County,
Irrespective of Party, do Hon-
or to the Chosen Leader of
The People.

A grund mass meeting of the citizens
of Jeffersun county was held at Ozku-
loosd, on the evening of the 12d inst., to
give cxpression to the indignation of
the people of the conuty that has go
iany times honored My, Willits, at the
malicious attavks of his political ene-
mieg upon his eharacter. Notwithatund-
fug but n single day’s notice was given
of the micetiug, every pnet of the conn
ty was largely representwd, and Criteh-
field’s lnrge opera house was lerally
packed, dnd one of the significant fea-
tures of 1he meeting was that it .was
composad entively of voters.  The an-
nouhcement of the meeting wis publie,
the notice being civenlnted by haud-bill,
a0 that bad there been any stiength oy
character belind the corrupt ving that
has put the vile slanders agninst our
enndidate for governor in cirenlation,
there wus ample opportunity for it to
sghow Itsell on this oceasion,

Captain Le H, Gest, county lecturer
of the Jefferson Connty Allianee, was
elected chairman and B, R, Wilson, B,
K, Shane anld N, H, Hurmun, seereta-
vies.

Tuking the chur, Captain Gest snid ;

Until & few moments dgo I had no
iden that my nume would be suggested
18 chalrman of this mesting, nnd 1 muost
sy that of all the acts of my lite 1 es
teem it a privilege nud plessure to have
the apportunity of presiding over this
magnitivent body of eariest and intelli-
gent men enlled together o invest'gate
the charges aguniust the Hon, J. P,
Willies, n resident of our couaty and
wnd candidute of the Pgople’s purty for
governor of Kansas, .

Captain Gest said that he had been ne-
quanted  with  Mre, Willits for nearty
twenty years, during which time he lind
been frequently honored by the people
wid had always been intimately wenti-
el with every interest of the masses,
He personally knew him to be the soul
of hounor, and he knew him to he es-
teemed and vegpected by the good peo-
ple of the county on the one hand, and
despised by the ring politiclans on the
other., Captiluy Gest hastily sketched
the charmcter of these rving politicinns,
puying his respects especially to Cap-
tain J. B Johnson and the eslitor of the
Oskalooss Independent, some of whose
speculutive sehemes My, Willits had in
vears pust sevionsly  interfered wiih,
thereby inenering  the  bitter  hatred
which underlies the malicions assaulis
upon Wis claraeter ak the present time.

Space will not permit n full report of
the speeches made.  We can only find
room for a very brief synopsis,

The fullowing vitizens were appointed
A committee to peport resolutions ex-
pressing the sentiment of the people
respecting the vile slanders ngainst Mr,
Willlts: AL, G. Pawrick, Oskaloosa;
Wi Davis, of Union; K. W, Casebeer,
of Jeiferson; N. H, Harman, of Dels-
ware: A MeKewen, of Osawkie; J. M.
Dooley, of Roek Creek; A. U, Hard, of
Caws Hon, Valorous Brown, of Ken-
weky s W. C, Fowler, of Falrview; J.
Miller, of Norton, and A. Do Juily, of
Kaw. Hon, Valorous Brown, a fellow
member with Mr. Willits in the Kansas
legislature of 18738, was ealled upon and
made a spleadid speech in vindication or
Mr. Willits,  His remnrks were unfortu-
nately not feporial.
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Terry Critchficld, a politieal oppo-
nent, sald :
. L did not come here 1o talk. When I
read the call for this mnss meeting for
the purpose or,luvestllintmz phe chirges
recently made respecting the standing
and integrity of Mr. Willits, the peo-
ple’s candidate for governor, I suld that
wiis the proper thing to do. I see here
muny prominent and influentinl eitizens
and neighbors of Mr. Willits, and I de-
sire you to muke n thorongh investiga-
tion ot his publie nets, and it you please
of his every private act doving his resi-
dence of twenty-seven yenrs In this
county, snd then, by resolutions, speak
to the voters of the great stute of Kuan-
sas. 1 have been eolling gonds and
banking in this phice for the Inst twen-
tv-five venrs, and I hinve had denlings
with Mr. Willirs smountlng to muny
thoneands of dollars, sand he has always
nroven himsell to be vellsble and hon-
est, Hizs standing In this commnnity
hne alwavs been good. None dare to
gty anything to the contrury exvept
from sn  Ingallz, politiea]l  standpoing,
The Republican pariy iwive elected him
o the legislature, but  to-day  they
*loose the dogs of war,”” beenvse he hns
strayed from the politdeal folil. 1€ he
would only vetvmn there wonlil be *more
rejoicing than over the ninety and nine
that went not asteay.'* # & # » #

The churges ngainst Mre. Willits nre
before vou to-day. Lo i o investigure
these thar you have left yonr fems and
come up here on this oceasion, The
vorers of the state sdve awnlting  voor
verdier,  Weigh all the evidence' ns
sworn jurors,  Consiider the records and
facts, and gove everviliing an lmpartial
henring, not ar demugognes sud politi-
Auns, but ns non-puriisan citizens; then
senil yonr verdict forth 1o the voters nf
Kangas In tones of thunder denouncing
these foul wml infamons slawders, pro-
nonneing o the world J, F. Willits vin-
dientod—.1. K. Willits, the rail splitter—
the Abealium Lincoln of Kansns.

B. . Wilzon made a lengthy specch
in which he designated the charges pub-
lishedd in the Independent and repro-
duced by the Topekn Caplral amd the
Republican press of the state, a8 an
irresponsible communiention of a cor
rezpondent to an insignificant country
newspnper, signeid by « star, He edid
that Mr. Roberts hindd never given the
charges editorinl  endorsement exceept |
by publicntion. e charncterized the
conmmuidention ne n one=-gided affair, en-
tirely omitting the answer of the de-
tendant.  [le said the meanest man that
ever stule o horse or A pocketbook was
allowed to be heard in defense; but in
thiz instance the revords of but one slde
were given to the peaple,

My, Wilson further sald :

Thie ghamefnl attaek by a portlon of
the Repuldican party (for I would binsn
tor my kiml to include any Inige por-
tion of that party in such business) up-
o eirizen whom the Republicans of
thig county huve endovsed aml honored
singe the fnete of his life have been
known prove that Senator Ingalls spoke
from a personsl aml  parey standpoiog
when he said that the “puriflention of
polities is an Iridescent dresm,™

M. Wilson sald thut he Wwug prompted
by the instinet of a soldier as well ns a
citizen in his pureticipation io 1his meet.
ing for the viwdieation of an honored
fellow citizen,

A. G. Putrick nlgo made a lengthy andd
pointed speech.  We regret very mich
that our Hmited space forbids its publl-
cution In full. e said :

The vindietive and senrrilons attack
upon Mr. Willits emannted trom  the
office of the Osknloozn Independent,
whose proprietor and cditor Isn fitting
subject to muke a drive st corruption,
for necording to an old saving **it takes
u thiet o eateh n thief,"” sl Roberts'
olinetory organs are well adapted to the
situation n his whole physiognomy
ie delinented n choracter well ealenlared
to liint up misdeeds of his neighbors.
He is deyoitd of rectitude and so steeped

in guilt he in reverie could well exelaim
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like Richard I111;

My conszcience hath a thonsand sev-
eral tongues nnd every tongune brings in
a severnl tale, and every tale condemns
me as a villain,"”

Mr. Patrick then proceeds to show
Mr. Roberts' attempted steal {from the
county treasury anid to ventilate his true
character a8 known to the people of
Jefferson connty. He snid:

While bullets flew thick and whistled
rometling besides Yanke Doodle smong
the boys in blue, this ganctified saint
touk ndyantage of a poor absent soldier,
tighting for his country, by geétting a
1ax certificate on his property and jay-
hawking between  two  days,  when
rogues do choose to roam. n honse worth
$400, which can probnbly be seen to-day
in the shupe of an addition o his pres-
ent family residence.

This is the sanctimonions, hypoeritie-
al villain who tow seeks to blicken the
churncter of a man whom onre eitizens
have delighted 1o hionor solely becatise
he has been mnde the candldate for gov-
ernor by the people’s convention aud fs
likely to lefeat the geund old purty,

Mr. W, C. Fowler, an oll veteran,
hns held the offive of vegicter of deeds,
il is one of Jefferson caunty’s most
respected vitizens,  He lins this to sny:

I have lived a ¢lose neighbor of Hon.
J. F. Willles from October, 1865, to De-
eember 1880L I lived within about one
mile of his vesidence. T have had deal-
ings with him a0 neighbor amd in an
oflivin]l enpueity in various ways, 1
Have nlways known him sz 8 ms of
honor, firm In his convictions tor the
right.  'konow him to be 4 min of fine
abitity nmd s tene ag kreel to the oatee
of the furmer, the producer and the In-
horer, I feel gnre that the people will
mnke no mistake in eleeting him gov-
ernor of the state of Kaksns,

Hou. Valoriong Brown, a fellow mem-
ber with Mr. Willits in the legislnture
of 1873, snid;

I have known My, Willits for ‘many
veurs, and unthl his nomination for gov-
ernor, I have never heard a word andd
againgt his character.

Jumes Thornton, A, D, July, E. J,
Donghty, A, MeKeever and E. W,
Casebier also gave testhmony.  Mr.
Reckard and Win, Means, people’s ean-
didutes for the legislature from the
Fourth ad  Fiftn distriets, spoke in
condemnation of the «harges. ey
#ild they had kwown My, Willles per-
sonally for years, and know him to be a
man of Integrity s hovor.  Mr,
Menns said that Mr. Willits had always
helped this Lincicum family in every
way in lils power, e said in conelos-
ion:

I know this to be trme as gospel, amd
it Is o bupning #hame that at this day
novone shonld charge him whth s
trenting the famiiy. It is not so.

My, George Davis, of Union township
wits eiilled for and salil :

I hinwve voted the Republiean ticket fog
over twenty vears, it 1 have letft that
party for good. 1 have lived In this
county tor twenty-tive venrs nml know
thut John F. Willits has been the (riend
of the farmer. e is eertain to be yonr
HEXL EOVernor.

D. W, Daniels made a statement in
relation to Mrs. Annle B, Lincicum’s
recent visit to Topeka,  He said:

hasked her to go 1o Topeka nnd make
atrnrhful statement of her tronbles with
Mr. Willirs, She wanteil me to ke her
stutement there nt MeLouth, 1 rold her
I would not do i, ss it would be said
that 1 Jmd induced her to make the
starement.  Then she said she would go
to Topeka nod make It

Mr. Daniels gives an account of the
manner in which this woman was Kkid-
napped and taken to the Copeland hotel
in Topekn. She was thers kept sur-
rounded by Republican managers and no
one wans permitted to interview her ex-
cept in thelr presence, It has already

been shown in the Advoeate that she
‘was paid $200 by these charituble man-
ngers, and that Captain Johnson had
stated in n public speech in Topeka that
the orlginal papers in the suit werein
his possession. These faets do not need
to be enlargeil npon here,

I'he committee on resolutions, after n
thorough considerntion of the chariges
and the exnminntion of many witnesses,
reported as follows :

Mo, CuareMas :—Your committee u
on resolutions beg leave to make the fol-
lowing reporv:

1, That the eharges against Hon, J.
F. Willits, # mun whom the Fuople of
Jdefferson county huve honored and re-
spected for the lust twenty-seven years,
have been trumped up in malice, aud are
20 contemptible nnd ingignificant ss to
be unworthy of a respectiul thonght.

2. That we have Implicic fuith and
eonfillence in the honor and integrity of
Hon, J. F. Willits, and belleyve that if
elected governor of the state of Kansas,
he will see that the laws are faithtully
exeutted, and will be far from preach-
ing lnruhlbhlun at bome and getting on
loridly sprees when out of the state.

3. Thae the O=kaloosa [ndepsailent is
an bifumons lying sheet, run in the in-
terest of monopoly wnd the ring, and so
nnseripulous thut we ave led to believe
thit the editor has adopted the sentiment
of Senntor [ngnlls, that **decalogue and
golden rule has no plaee in a politieal
cnniplgn,

4, I'nat ns cirizens of Jefferson county
and neighbors of Hon, J, F, Willits, we
denounce one Capt, J. B, Johuson, n
former attorney of Odkaloosi, In attempt-
ing for political purpose to besmivch che
churacter of s old friend wliom he in
times past delighted to honor and sup-
port, n not only disreputable and mali-
cions, but beneath the dignity of & true
gentleman. s

The vesolittions were adopted unani-
monsly. ‘There was not a mun in Jeffer-
son county who dired to stand in the
priseuce of that assembly at the connty
sent of Mr. Willits® home county and
ruise his yolvee against this report, - It
stamls ungnestioned ns the unanimous
sentiment of the decent, respectable eiti-
zens of the corrupt-ring politicians,

Mr. Lloyd moved that these proceed-
Inga be published In the reforin papers
of the state, which motion prevailed. A
yote of dhanks was tendered to Mr
Critehtield for the use of his opern house
und the meeting adjourned.

Jeffuraon county will be heard from on
the 4th of Nevember in toues that will

nol ke misunderstood,

History's Warning.
The eloguent Patrick Henry said :
“We enu only judge the future by the
pusr,”
Look at the pnst!

her population owned 07 per cent. ot her /
wenlth.  The people were starved to
death.

When Babylon weut down 2 per cent.

of her population owneil all Ler wealth,
The people were starved to death.

When Persia went down 1 per cent, of
her population owned the Innd.

When Rome went down 1,800 men
owned £1l the known waorld. There are
about 40,000,000 people in England, Ire-
Innd and Wales, and 100,000 people own
ali the United Kingdom,

For the past twenty years the United
States has rapidly followed in the steps
of those old nations,  Here are the fig-
nres ;

In 1850 the capitalists owned 2715 per
cent. of the nation’s wealth ; in 1870 they
owned 83 per cent.—Boston Progress.

See our premiums for club-raisers

hen go to work.

ey

Wien Egypr went down 2 per cent. of



